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A correspondent of the Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 9th August 

| i says that it is evident that the British Govern- 

The Amir's proposed visit 0 ment docs not trust the Amir's friendship. For 

_—" the object with which the Amir has been invited to 

England is that he may sce with his own cyes the grandeur, magnificence and 
invincible power of Great Britain. 

It is not beyond the range of possibility that during the Amir’s absence 
from Cabul, the Afghan tribes may rise in arms, Nor is it impossible that the 
British Government may then come forward to restore peace, and propose 
a military occupation of the country till the Amir’s return. And when after 
that the Amur shall return and ask the English to leave his country, he will 
probably be met with the reply that the English need not quit his country, 
because the ge of Afghanistan, having lived so long peacefully under the 
English, could no longer be regarded as entertaining ill-feelings against them. 
And in this way Afghanistan will be reduced to the condition of Egypt. 

If the Amir delays his return from England, the English will utilise the 
opportunity by trying to secure a firm hold upon his dominions; and when they 
will have succeeded in doing this, they will permit the Amir to come back to 
India only on certain conditions... Perhaps the Amir understands his position, 
and has therefore declined the invitation. But British politicians seem willing 
to compel him to accept it. 

The British Government should not press the invitation for the present. 
If Russia takes advantage of the Amir’s absence to make hostilities against the 
{nelish, it will be very difficult for the latter to mend their mistake. 

2. Referring to the proposal to keep an English physician in Cabul, the 
Banganivasi of the 10th August says—‘‘ There was 
an Ienglish physician in the Court of Delhi, too, and 
that physician paved the way to the establishment of the British dominion in 
India.” 


An English physician in Cabul. 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


3. The Sansodhini of the 6th July has the following :— 

O You English rulers! has contact with the 
timid, self-seeking, and trampled down Bengalis 
made you so weak that you cannot protect woman’s 
modesty, or have you become unwilling to protect it,.or you could not tolerate 
such outrages as are being committed within the jurisdiction of the Patia thana 
in the Chittagong district? ‘Two gangs of budmashes have been formed within the 
jurisdiction of that thana, not with the object of stealing people’s property, but 
for the sole purpose of committing outrages upon young females of respectable 
families. They take away such females by force ot | return them to their families 
two or three days after. ‘The writer has heard storics of such outrages from more 
than oneman. One night a gentleman was going along a road when he heard the 
moans of a woman, and on coming near the spot from which the sound 
came, he saw six or seven men endeavouring to outrage her modesty. As there 

was no chance of any assistance coming to him at that hour of the night, 
the gentleman had no alternative but to go away without being able to do 
anything, | ; 

. Another incident of the same nature is as follows:—A young Musalman 
was one night taking his young wife to her father’s. When they came near 
the house of Babu Durga Das, Pleader, in Dhalghat, they were attacked by 
1 gang of budmashos. This matter having been brought to the notice of the 


Budmashes in the Chittagong 
district. 


police authorities, an enquiry was made, and some men have been comniitted 


to the Sessions for trial, 

In connection with this case, the writer cannot help remarking that the 
Deputy Magistrate who investigated it, did not make such thorough enquiries 
«8 he should have done. There is much, too, to be said about the police in con- 


nection with this investigation. But as a good deal will come to light in the 
course of the trial, the writer refrains from making any remark upon their 
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conduct. The committing Magistrate should have held a private local inves. 
tigation, for most people would be unwilling to come forward openly to vive 
their evidence against the budmashes for fear of being themselves molestod. 
It will matter little whether the accused in the present case are convicted or 
not. But is it not the duty of the authorities to enquire into the causes of the 
prevalonce of such outrages in Dhalghat and Dangapara? 

Babu Durga Das is to be thanked for bringing the present case to the notice 
of tho authorities, and for the pains he has taken in connection with it. Had 
it not been for what he said to the Court Sub-Inspector, the case would not 
have been investigated or even taken notice of. ‘I'he writer is glad that the 
Court Sub-Inspector and the District Superintendent of Police have taken such 
pains in investigating the case. They have earned the thanks of the public 
for what they have done. » 

4. The Sansodhini of the 20th July says that though the daroga arrived: 

An alleged murder in Chitta- at the house of Kanti Babu when the cry of murder 
gong. was raised, he did not believe in the cry because 
no dead body was to be found. It was not till six or seven days later, by 
which time anonymous letters began to pour in near the Judge and the 
Magistrate, that an investigation commenced. The dead body has not, 
however, been yet found. It is said that many influential men are trying to 
screen Kanti Babu. It will not be casy to prove the case against such odds. 
5. The Charu Mihir of the 7th August has come to learn that after Abdul 
Sheikh’s death, its correspondent Munshi Abdul 
Jubber Khan, wrote to the District Superintendent 
of Polico, Mymensingh, naming the persons who had committed assault on the 
deceased. A special enquiry should therefore have been held in order to 
ascertain whether or no the persons named by the Munshi were really guitly of 
the offence; but no such enquiry was made. The public accordingly think 
that the real facts of the case have not come to light for want of a proper enquiry. 
It is hoped that Mr. Earle will not allow the matter to drop so casily. 

6. The Bharat Mitra of the 9th August says that the Hindus of Puna 
could not this year take out the Nagdeva’s pro- 
cession on the Nagpanchami day, as they did in 
previous years, because the police authorities pro- 
hibited them from taking their procession with music through a public street 
where the Musalmans have their Musjid. Some excitement in consequence 
prevails among the Hindus of Puna. Government ishould not be so hard upon 
the Ilindus, for the effect of being hard upon them will not be good. 

7. A correspondent of the Sanjiwani of the 11th August, writing from 
Mahestala in the 24-Parganas district, says that 
since the conviction and punishment of the grass- 
cutters and havildars of the 8th Bengal Cavalry 
recinient, ecrtain sepoys of the same regiment have been making enquiries in 
the streets about the whereabouts of Babu Lakshman Chandra Mukharji and 
his relatives. The sepoys have been lately found sitting on the Majerhat 
bridge and enquiring of the passers by uf they mean to go from Mahestala to 


A suspicious death in Mymen- 
singh. 


The Hindu Nagpanchamt pro- 
cession In Puna. 


The conduct of certain sepoys 
of the 8th Bengal Cavalry regi- 
ment. | 


Alipore. Of those going from Mahestala to Alipore they try to get the 
addresses. They also wait on the bridge when the Budge-Budge train arrives 


from Calcutta, and enquire of the passengers who alight there if they intend 
to go to Mahestala. ‘The Magistrate of the 24-Paraganas ought to take 
timely measures for preventing a breach of the public peace. ‘The sepoys, 
tov, ought to be taught a lesson for such conduct. 

The editor observes that as the 8th Bengal Cavalry regiment has been 
ordered to proeced to Allahabad, it would) be better to advise their departure 
at once than to put. it off till the next cold scason. | 

8. A correspondent of the same paper says that Babu Kisoii Mohan Rai, 
Talukdar of Kasipur within the jurisdiction of 
the Kendua thana in the Mymensingh district, 
having in a petition to the Inspector-General of 
Police brought certain: very serious charges against Babu Gaurgopal Gupta, 
Daroga of the Kendua Thana, the Inspector-General sent the petition to 
the District Superintendent of Police, for enquiry with the following note: 
© Forwarded to the District Superintendent of Police through the Magistrate 


Charges against a daroga im the 
Mymensingh district. 
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of Mymensingh. Some of the matters are very serious, if true.” The District 
Superintendent appointed: the new Inspector of Police, Netrokona, to make 
the enquiry. An enquiry was accordingly made, and the Inspector sub- 
mitted a report against Gaurgopal Babu stating that the charges brought 
against him were correct. In due time Babu Gaurgopal went to the head- 
quarters; and it is said that after hearing what he had to say, and without 
calling upon the petitioner to prove his charges, the District Superin- 
tendent acquitted the Daroga. On his return to Kendua he began to bully the 
yetitioner. But the latter. was not to be frightened, and he again submitted 
a petition to the Inspector-General, and prayed for another enquiry by a special 
detective Inspector or by a Deputy Magistrate. This petition too, was referred 
to the District Superintendent of Police, who, on receiving it, wrote the following 
letter to the petitioner :— 
‘Banu Kisorr Monan Ray, 
Talukdar, Kashipur, — 
Post Office, Kendua. 
District SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 
Mymensingh, the 27th June 1894. 


Referring to his application against Sub-Inspector Gourgopal Gupta of 
Kendua, informs him that if he wishes any further enquiry into his charges 
against Sub-Inspector Gaurgopal Gupta of Kendua, he must come forward 
and complain in open court. | 


K. B. Tuosas, 


+5) Ofg. District Superintendent. 


On receiving this note, Kisori Babu intimated to the District Superinten- 
dent that he was not prepared to bring any charges against the Sub-Inspector 
in a court of law, and there the matter was allowed to drop. 

‘The correspondent begs to draw the attention of the Inspector-General of 
Police and the _poeneniaallony  Wtotth to the above case. ‘They will be convinced 
of the truth of tho charges'on reading through the papers of the caso and 
especially the Inspector’s report. The District Magistrate, Mr. Earle, too, is 
requested to make an enquiry into the charges through a Deputy Magistrate. 

9, The following is taken from an article in the Bangavasi of the I 1th 
August, headed ‘ Public officers are’ a kind of 
snakes ”’ :— | 

To the people public officers aro a kind of 
snakes. Some, however, are very poisonous, while others have no poison. 
The bite of the latter is none the less productive of burning pain. The 
moment & person comes to know that he is bitten by a snake, he is seized with 
a paralysing fear. The fear caused by the bite of public officers is even 
sreater and more paralysing. A person bitten by a snake may live for some 
time if he is fortunate enough to get timely and suitable medical aid, or death is 
almost instantancous. ‘The case is the same with official bites. It is not always 
that able snake doctors are forth-coming in all cases of snake bite, and the 
result, often is that the patient dies for want of treatment, in spite of chances 
of recovery. Such also is often the case with the bites of the officials. All 
this applies to poisonous snakes. Even in the case of bites inflicted by the 
nOon-poisonous class, the fear and the agonising pain, though not the poison, 
often kill the patient. We often look upon exccutive officers and police officers 
as extremely poisonous snakes. But though as regards tho possession of poison 
and the power of biting, these officers often resemble poisonous snakes, they 
are in certain other respects even more dreadful than those venomous creutures. 
The cobra does not bite unless it is first hit, but the ceutia (the black cobra or 
the Naja) which is more dangerous than the ordinary cobra, does not wait to be 
offended, and gives the chase to a man and bites him the moment it comes 
cross him, Police officers are like these keulia snakes, and often bite without 
provocation and simply to gratify their sense of sclf-importance. Lut once 
bitten, the victim ands it hard to recover from the effect of the bite. ae 

Take a common case. The police gets offended with somebody in a 
Village. It is equipped with various weapons for punishing people. One of 


‘Public officers are a kind of 
snakes.” 
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these weapons is hurled against the person who has given offence. He may 
be a perfectly innocent man—but he is doomed. He is criminal] _prosecuted 
and hauled up before a criminal court. If he has resources and is fortunate 
enough to secure the services of a doctor, he uses proper medicines, that is to 
say, he engages vakils and mukhtars and collects evidence to disprove the 
charges brought against him by the police. Even this often proves of no avail, 
But if he is exceptionally lucky, he is acquitted with the help of the Penal 
Code and sheiciiidle the mercy of the keen-witted Judge who tries him. But 


it is not all accused persons who can boast of such great good fortune, however 
innocent they may be. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


10. The Charu Mihir of the 7th August has the following on the condition 
of the Court Amla:— 

Even in trading and manufacturing countries 
| like England and France, the number of the middle 
class people who live by service is not inconsiderable, while in India the 
middle classes look upon service as the principal means of their livelihood. 
It is true that with the spread of western education here, people are showing 
an increased desire for living by agriculture, trade and manufacture; but even 
now the majority of them do not dare to give up the fixed income which 
service gives and to rely on the uncertain gains of trade. Again, those living by 
service attach great importance to Government servico on account cf its being 
pensionable and possessing other advantages. It 1s, therefore, no wonder that 
people here should be anxious to secure that service. But among Government 
servants, the condition of the Court Amla has now become deplorable in 
the extreme. Formerly, food articles were cheap and the expenses of 
living. small, and these people lived a life of comfort and ease. But with 
the progress of civilisation in the country their wants are multiplying and 
the expenses of living are increasing. The education and marriage of 
children, sradhs and medical treatment now cost more than they used to do 
before. Again, the unfortunate amla have now to work from sunrise to sunset 
in order to earn their scanty incomes. This overwork tells on their constitu- 
tion and agood many of them become prematurely. diseased and useless for 
the remainder of their lives. These men leave their families unprovided for, 
and cannot, for want of means, get medical aid either for themselves or for 
their families in sickness. Though entitled to leave on full or half pay, they are 
seldom allowed to avail themselves of the privilege. As a consequence, many 
Hindu amla have to attend cutcherry even when they are in mourning for 
their parents. Over and above all this, they are subjected to very harsh 
treatment by their official superiors. Government, instead of taking steps 
with a view to ameliorate the condition of the amla, is anxious only to reduce 
their number, so as to make one man do the work of five. .The Amla 
Commission made certain recommendations in favour of the amlp class ; but 
Government could not, for want of money, give effect to them, though it has 
not hesitated to give in these days of- financial embarrassment one crore of 
rupees as compensation allowance to its highly paid civilian servants. The 
condition of the amla would have been to some extent ameliorated if instead 
of appropriating to itself all the income from the sale of court-fees, &c., 
it we | spent a portion of it to increase their salaries. If it had done so, it 
would have acted like a kind master towards its servants. 

11. The same paper refers to the Khulna Magistrate's case, and remarks 

as follows :— 

Mr. Bell has, no doubt, acted like a eventleman 
by wriiig hisletter tothe Judge; but it is not without a selfish object that he 
wrote it. The writer would have taken no notice of the incident if it had 
been tho first of its kind brought: about by Mr. Bell. Kesab was an innocent 
man,and Mr Bell neither asked him to give him milk nor informed him beforehand 
that he was comme and would require milk. He came to the cutcherry all on 
a sudden and began his cowardly assault on Kesab. He says in his letter 
that he expected milk in the zamindar’s cutcherry, and as he found none he 
could not keep his temper. As the sahibs are not punished for murdering, 
assaulting, or Insulting natives, whether bhadra or abhadra, they have now become 
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‘more rash and insolent than they were before. And the more insolent and 
oppressive a sahib is, the surer and clearer become his prospects of promotion. 
This is proved by the ultimate results of the Baladhun, Basantpur, and other 
cases, and by the promotion of Mr. Konstam'and others. Respectable people 
now consider it unsafe to live in the mufassal. This feeling of insecurity has 
vrown up chiefly during Sir Charles Elliott’s administration. This is certainly 
not good for the administration of the country. Will not Lord Elgin look to 
the matter ? One word of his will be enough to re-assure the public mind. 
12. The same paper has the following :— 

While perusing last week the case of Mr. Kons- 
tam; Joint-Magistrate of Hajipore, many must have 
thought that his promotion was at hand. And Mr. Konstam has, «sa matter of 
fact, been promottd and made Magistrate of Purnea. The more a_ European 
judicial othcer is spoken ill of in the press, the more rapid becomes his promo- 
“— tion ‘The course of the administration is such as to make people sigh in 
despair. The Government of Bengal is losing its reputation at every step. 

13. The same paper says that great inconvenience is caused to litigants 

The holding of Courts till 19 8 well as to the Court amla in Mymensingh by 
r. mM. by some of the Deputy some of the Deputy Magistrates there holding court 
ee till 10 p.m. The litigants mostly come from the 
mufassal, and the necessity of stopping in the town for the night puts them to 
very great inconvenience. Again, as the amla have to stay with the Magis- 
trates till the rising of the Cour‘s, overwork breaks down their health 


l4, The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 8th August says that according to 
Appearance of pardanishin the Bihar Herald newspaper, m a recent case of 
Jadies in open Court. dacoity committed to the Sessions by the Canton- 
ment Magistrate of Dinapore, a pardunishin lady, who was summoned as a 
witness for the prosecution, having asked for the privilege of being cxamined 
by Commission, the Cantonment Magistrate gave her permission to appear at the 
Sessions Court in a palanquin, but when her evidence was required, the Sessions 
Judge insisted on her coming into the witness-box, and refused to take her 
evidence in any other way. ‘lhe witness refusing to come out of the palanquin, 
the difficulty was got over only by the pleader for the prosecution dispensing 
with her evidence, and thus sparing a Hindu lady a shock to her feelings of 
respectability and honour. The civilised British Government always prides 
itself on its non-interference with the customs and religions of its subjects. 
Why do, then, such cases occur ? Modesty is the very life, the best decora- 
tion and the religion of a Hindu wife, and every Hindu considers it better for 
a Hindu woman to court death than to be exposed to the public gaze. Govern- 
ment should censure its officers whenever they insist upon pardanishin ladies 
appearing in open Court. 

15. ‘The same paper says that the disclosures made by the Jitavadi news- 
paper regarding the appointment of Babu Giris 
Chandra Banerjea to an Honorary Magistrateship in 
Kurseong, are such as to lead one to the belief that the impartiality of the 
British raj is becoming a thing of the past. The Kurseong Honorary Bench 
being composed wholly of white men, the appointment to it of a black man 
aud a Bengali should on no account be tolerated. Is not the insult of sitting 
on the same Bench with a black man something that is unbearable? A strong 
aritation was, therefore, set up in Kurseong, and Government was told that it 
had done injustice. And Government, it is said, has therefore asked the 
District Magistrate to see Babu Girish Chandra, and request him to resign. 
But whom shall the people look up to if the authorities prove themselves so 
weak and encourage such unjust demands. 


16. The Sahachar, of ~ 8th August, has the following about District 
Judges :—- 

“Most of the District Judges are civilians, and 
the authorities think that political considerations require District Judges to be 
civilians. Now, as the civilians havo to know many things, they cannot have 
. special knowledge of any one thing. No previous practice as a lawyer is 
considered a necessary qualification for a judgeship hereas it is in England, 
and District Judges here are, therefore, far inferior to Musifs and Sub-Judges 
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in their knowledge of the civil law, and yet they hear appeals from the deci- 
sions of the latter. These judges know that the pleaders practising in their 
courts are better lawyers than themselves, and they try to make up for their 
ignorance of the law by an exercise of their authority. Under their orders 
no petitions can be received, except at the appointed hours, no party can call on 
his pleader after his case has been called, and a minute’s delay in the appearance 
of apleadcr ina case leads to its being struck off. Again, in the course of 
trials the Judges often forget the dignity of their office, and find fault with 
pleaders without cause and fling sarcasms at them. Itis also a custom with 
some of them to quarrel with jurors. In cases of difference of opinion with the 
latter, they forget themselves in anger, and use hard words towards them, 
towards men, that is, who come to give their services gratis in the interest of 
the administration of justice. It is a fact that whenever there is a difference of 
opinion between the Judge and the jury, the former 1s for conviction and the 
latter is for acquittal. But jurors being natives possessed of a minute knowledge 
of the country, the fact of their coming toa different conclusion from. him 
ought not to give offence to the Judge. 

Mr. Wight is now District Judge of the 24-Parganas. He is an elderly 
man and courteous and affable in private life. He was in Hooghly and Khulna 
before he come to the 24-Parganas. In atrial at Hooghly he called all the 
witnesses liars, and was fer convicting two men on the strength of statements 
made by the plaintiff and his party in their petitions. The jury refused to 
endorse his opinion, and ona reference the High~Court upheld the jury’s 
verdict of not guilty. In another case, recently tried in the 24-Parganas, 
the foreman of the jury was a pleader, who is the son of a High Court Judge. 
And the jury having given a verdict of not guilty, the Judge lost his temper 
and used hard words towards the foreman. In this case also the High Court 
upheld the jury's verdict. Now, such an exhibition of himself by a Judge is 
very reprehensible and not in good taste. All the country knows how criminal 
justice is now adiministered, and if the belief that Sessions Judges do justice 
disappears, there will remain no difference between the Turkish and English 
_— of administering justice. The writer has hopes that when the present 

ieutcnant-Governor resigns his office, the judicial administration of the country 
will regain its former purity. 

17. The same paper has the following in the course of an article headed 
‘CA model Magistrate” :— 

There isa zamindari cutcherry at Chaknagar 
in the district of Khulna, and Babu Keshab Lal Mitra is a muharrir employed 
under the Naib of that cutcherry. Onthe 19th July last Keshab Lal was informed 
by the District Board Overseer that Mr. Bell, Magistrate, was expected at 
Chaknagar on the following day and was asked to keep dye for his use fowls, 
eggs, and four secrs of milk, and fodder for his horse and cattle. Asa loyal 
subject, Keshab procured all these things and brought two milch cows to the 
cutcherry. As it has all along been the custom to supply these things to the 
Magistrate free of charge, Keshab expected no payment for them. The saheb 
came inthe morning, and as he was looking at the poultry and cggs,. Keshab 
made him a salaam, On being asked “ where the Naib was,” he said ‘‘ he had 
gone to Khulna.” Thereupon, the Mavistrate, without saying another word, 
struck Keshab twice with a whip, drawing blood. On his asking what his 
offence was, 12 more blows descended on him, and every one of them drew 
blood. He fell down senseless and got fever. A few days after he brought 
a charge against the Magistrate in the Court of Babu Satis Chandra Bose, 
Deputy Magistrate of Khulna. The writer docs not know how this Deputy 
Magistrate will fare in the next world, but, in this world, under Sir 
Charles Elliott, he has every chanco of faring well. On reading the con- 
plainant’s pen, the Deputy Magistrate remarked that no sensible man 
ever brought a case of so trivial a nature, and that the marks on the 
complainant’s body were dry. He then dismissed the case as false, and 
issued a notice requiring Keshab to show cause why he should not be 
punished for having instituted a false case. But in issuing this notice, the 
: eputy M agistrate forgot that before a man could be punished under section 
+ egal enal Code, he should be given an opportunity of proving his case. 

esuab asked for a copy of the Deputy Magistrate’s order, but could not get it. 
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Ile applied to the Sessions Judce. Thereupon Mr, Bell wrote to the Sessions 
Judge a letter admitting the offence. Now, if the Magistrate had not made the 
admission, Keshab would have been certainly punished by the Deputy Magistrate 
for having brought a false case, and punished severely if the offence alleged 
acainst the Magistrate had been a serious one. But the writer does not blame 
the conduct of the Deputy Magistrate. The Magistrate was his superior, and 
he considered it necessary to humour him. Again, as the present Lieutenant- 
Governor has given promotion to Messrs. Vhillips, Radice and. other law- 
breaking and oppressive Magistrates, against whom there was much writing in 
the native press, the Deputy Magistrate in question may have naturally thought 
that he too would be promoted with Mr. Bell if he | in the way he has. 

The eldest son of Tarquin, King of Rome, was appointed Governor of a 
town by his father. He sent a man tothe King to learn from him how he 
should do the duties of his office Tarquin took the man to a garden where he 
lopped off the heads of cabbages with a stick, Tho man went back to the 
prince and told him what his father had done. The Prince thought that his 
father desired him to chop off the heads of his subjects as if they were so inany 
cabbages. In the same way, the ofhcers of Government in this country have 
taken their cue from the conduct of Sir Charles Elhott. His Honouris a North- 
Western Province civilian and dislikes Bengal. He conducts himself in the 
manner of a man who has come to teach a lesson to the Bengalis. Ile has 
attacked high education and jury trial, he encourages the police, he censurcs 
those jud cial officials who are not sufficiently convicting. He is also promoting 
the officers who are found fault with in the native press. It is his determination 
to go against the wishes of the public. This Bell is a civilian of ge 44 years’ 
standing, and as such should not have been placed in charge of a district. He 
has admitted his offence, but said in extenuation that he was exhausted and 
thirsty, and that any man would have acted in the way he did. But would he 
have dared to.assault a low-class Englishman in the way he has assaulted 
Keshab? If he had done so, he would have been assaulted in turn. But the 
natives of this country are law-abiding, and Keshab quictly submitted to the 
assault. This much, however, is certain that if they are treated in this way 
again and again, they will be obliged to return blow for blow. Sir Charles 
Elliott has come to crush the spirit of the Bengalis. Men of his class think 
that if they can succeed in cowing down Bengalis, they will be able to rule all 
India in the Punjabistyle. This isa great mistake. Sir Charles has repeatedly 
brought disgrace on the English name; but he will soon leave the country, and 
people hope that when he is gone the administration of criminal justice will be 
restored to its former purity. If they had not this hope, they would have long 
before applied to Parliament. ‘Tarquin was the last King of Rome, and the 
writer hopes that Sir Charles will be the last civilian ruler of Bengal, and that 
after him the ministry in England will send out kshas English statesmen as 
Licutenant-Governors to rule this country. 

18. It is clear to the Sulabh Dainik of the 9th August, from Mr. Beatson- 

. Bell’s letter to the District Judge of Khulna, that 

The Khulna case. 

But this repentance would have been more manly if it had come immediately 
after the assault, and had not been delayed till the injured man was about to 
petition the Lieutenant-Governor. Nevertheless, Mr. Bell is to be praised for 
what he has done in the way of atoning for the wrong he has done. Anger 
is a vile passion, and the angry man loses all his sense of right and wrong. 
Mr. Bell was exactly in this situation. 

But what to say of the Deputy! If the writer remembers rightly, Babu 
Satis Chandra isa distinguished graduate of the Calcutta University. And 
is this the moral courage he has acquired from his education? Mr. Bell’s 
subsequent action has probably opened his eyes, and it is hoped that he will be 
more carefu) in future. 

The incident shows how unruly civilians have become of late, and how 
subservient the deputics have become. Justice will undoubtedly be done in the 
present cave by the High Court and, it is hoped, by the Licutenant-Governor 
too. Oppression by civilians is becoming a common occurrence, and the public 
hold Sir Charles Elliott largely responsible for this. It is hoped that Sir Charles 
Will disabuse the public mind. 


he has repented the display of temper he made. . 


SULABH DAINIK 
Aug. Yth, 1894. 
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19.' The Sunay of the 10th August has the following in connection with 

tho Khulna assault case :— 

— A perusal of the statements made in Keshah 
Babu’s petition to the Iligh Court shows what truth there is in the Deput 
Magistrate’s explanation to Mr. Pope, Sessions Judge. It is a matter for 
surprise that in his anxiety to save his superior officer, the Deputy Magistrate 
folt no hositation in doing what he has done. He says in his explanation that it 
was an oversight that he did not mark that expedition fee had been paid a 
second time by the complainant with his application for copy. Supposing this 
statement to be correct, supposing that this model Deputy 3 agistrate does not 
pay heed to what goes on in his court, what has he to say regarding the rejec- 
tion of the case on the ground of its being of a trivial nature ? If he himself had — 
been assaulted in the way Keshab Lal was, would he have dismissed the assault - 
as being unworthy of notice? The complainant applicd for a copy three times 
within two days, and that very circumstance was enough to indicate that a copy 
was urgently required, although no statement to that effect was contained in tho 
application. But the Deputy Magistrate says that he did not know that a copy 
was urgently required. With one simple expression of regret he disposes of 
all the trouble to which the man was subjected in consequence of his careless- 
ness and want of judgment. Is it a fact that he did not reject the second day’s 
application for copy? ‘The writer will not say more about this model Deputy 
Mavistrate. It is rumoured that he will be shortly promoted, and it will be no 
wonder if he really gets a promotion under the rule of Sir Charles Elliott. As 
regards Mr. Bell’s letter, it breathes a spirit of defiance even in an admission. 
He regrets having assaulted the man, but he says that any man might have done 
the same. This means—“ I am not to blame for having punished a man who 
deserved punishment. I will tell the Licutenant-Governor the facts of the case 
and he will [adds the writer] pat me on my back.” It is hoped that the caso 
will be thoroughly sifted in a court of justice; although there is not much hope 
that justice will be done in it under the administration of Sir Charles Elliott. It 
ig in- [His Llonour’s time and under His Honouvr’s directions that the Subordinate 
Magistracy is trampling the law under foot and causing failures of justice. As 
the worst offences of the police are now forgiven, and as judicial officers have 
now abandoned their independence and impartiality and become mere puppets in 
the hands of the police, mjustice reigns supreme. Bengal civilians now do 
things which have brought shame and disgrace on the British administration. 
And it seems that even the subordinate magistracy have deteriorated and the | 
people have lost confidence in them. It is hoped that the Viceroy will do some- 
thine to restore the confidence of the people in the magistracy. 

2y. Referring to the case of Keshab Lal Mitra versus Mr. Beatson-Bell, 
3 Magistate of Khulna, the Bangavast of the 11th 
and August asks whether the man is fit to be the Magis- 

trate of a district who can lose his temper on such 
slight provocation. Mr. Bell’s case affords an illustration of the mischief which 
is done by entrusting the administrative charge of a district to an inexperienced 
olicer, As for the Deputy Magistrate who had to deal with the case in the first — 
instance, it need only be said that he is the glory of the deputy class, and a 
shame to hia countrymen and relatives. Tie upon his education! Fie upon his 
training } It seems that there is nothing whica he cannot do for the sake of his 
service and for the sake of his stomach. 

21. The Sanwant of the 11th August says that a man named Gauri 
Sankar had constructed a temple at Sitapur in 
Oudh with the permission of the cantonment 
authorities of the place, and with permission of the same authorities used to 
worship in the temple since 1893 blowing conch-shells and ringing bells. 
Recently, however, a head constable of the place reported to Mr. Rogers, the 
Deputy Commissioner, that Gauri Sankar blew his conch-shells overmuch in 
the morning, at noon and at night, that on a certain Tuesday he had blown his 
conch-shell till 8 ra, and performed his worship at midnight, and that this 
had greatly annoyed the Musalman residents of the place. Before holding a 
trial, Mr. Rovers : bene the accused in hajué for fourteen days, and after 
trial sentenced him to pay a-fine of ten rupees for the offence of blowing conch- 
shells over much, The authorities, however, should remember that such 


The Khulna Magistrate 
Deputy Magistrate. 


The Sitapur' conch-blowing case. 
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injustice may gradually irritate the Hindus, and once maddened, the Hindus, 
though ordinarily a gentle and inoffensive people, may bite. | 

22. The same paper has the following :—Mr. Beatson-Bell is well-known —— sassivaxi, 

for his civility and kindness. Indeed, a kind- = Av«. Mth, 1594. 
es hearted man like Mr. Bell is rare among the 
civilian community. When Joint-Magistrate of Sirajganj in the Pabna district, 
he used to distribute the greater ook of his pay among the poor. Many were 
the poor students who were enabled to carry on their studics at his expense, and 
many were the beggars who used to live upon his charity. He used to visit 
the poor in their own huts and fully sympathised with them in their happiness, 
as well as in their sorrow, and ate with zest the coarse and humble food which 
they gave him. In addressing respectable people in Bengali, he always used 
the more courteous form apani, and avoided the less courteous form, fumiu. 

A severe scarcity prevailed in Faridpur when Mr. Bell was Magistrate of that 
district; and though Government was quite indifferent in the matter of afford- 
ing relief, Mr. Bell’s heart was moved to pity, and he helped the poor with his 
own money. He gave away food, clothes and money, At last when the money 
he could spare began to be short, he cut down his personal expenditure, and 
keeping only enough for his daily necessarics, distributed the rest among the 

oor. When he was transferred from Faridpur, he had only twenty rupees — 
left for his travelling expenses. On the day he left Faridpur a large number — 
of poor people assembled in his house for their daily alms. He gave so long 
as i. had anything to give, but there still remained those who got nothing. 
The poor people began to cry in hunger. Mr. Bell, too, could not restrain 
his tear. He told them that he had only twenty rupees left to mect his travel- 
ling expenses, and retired into his room weeping. Has any one ever seen such 
a kind-hearted civilian? Mr. Bell is the very incarnation of kindness, courtesy 
and humility. It is not often that so many good qualitics are found in one man. 
It is only a few months since Mr. Bell was posted to Khulna; and the 
writer has been extremely sorry to hear of the charge which was been brought 
against him. ‘The case being sub-judice, no remarks can be made upon it. But 
the conduct of the Deputy Magistrate shows the pitiable plight in which the 
officers of his class are, and how they often fail to do justice for fear of the 


Magistrate. Such failure of justice will not ccaso until the judicial and execu-— 
tive functions are placed in different hands. eae 


The writer is extremely sorry that Mr. Bell so far forgot himself as to do 
the wrong act which has been alleged against him. But considering what a 
kind and courteous Civilian he is, every body ought to forget what he has done 
in @ fit of temper. The writer requests Keshab Babu and his advisers to with- 
draw their charge. Mr. Bell has felt penitent for what he has done, and it 
would be meanness not to forgive him. The good qualities of a man who has 
been ever the friend of the people should not be forgotten because he has been 
guilty of a single wrong act. oe 

23. <A correspondent of the same paper says that the judicial work of 
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SANJIVANI. 
an _... the Barpeta sub-division in the Kamrup district in 
DP shag Cond ag 3 A aaa _ Assam is too heavy for one officer. Every day sixty 
to seventy witnesses have to wait in court the 
whole day and to return unexamined. The partics, too, are seriously in- 
convenienced. dec | 
24. The Dacca Prakash of the 12th August refers to the Khulna assault  pacea Pragasu 
hs Wek case and yp _—— Bees Aug. L2th, Tsy4. 
The display of temper on the part of the 


sahebs is very disquieting. It is also a matter of very great regret that for 
fear of losing their employment the Deputy Babus are banishing all sense of 
Justice from their minds, and are thereby bringing disgrace on the nation to 
which they belong. 


25. The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 12th Aucust has the follow- DAINIK-U-SAMAC HAR 
| ing:— ‘HANDRIK A, 
nt. ae Sir Charles Elliott isto blame for entrusting *" '*'™** 
the charge of a district to a young and hot-headed officer like Mr. Beatson- Bell, 
who, according to the Indian Daily News, has not yet completed his fifth year 
1n the service. They are saying that Mr. Bell isa kind-hearted man, that he 
spent all he had during the distress in Faridpur. This is kindness, no doubt. 
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But is it kindness also to whip anative? Itis clear that being entrusted at 
an carly age with the administration of a district, Mr. Bell has become hot- 
headed, and finds it difficult to keep his temper. Some native newspapers say 
that Mr. Bell is a friend of the natives. May be, and he may have a hundred 
other good qualities, But that gives him no right to be insolent, rash and 
thoughtless. It is said that Mr. Bell once gave a cullectorate clerk a hard sla 
on the cheek because he was reading a novel for want of other work. The 
writer hopes this is only a story. But if it is afact, then it must be said that, 
with all his kindness for famine-stricken people, he has no right to be so rash 
and insolent. 
26. The Duinik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 14th August says that a 
railway guard named Kennedy having committed 

Lenient treatment of a European” yane upon a girl of nine years, was tried at the 
— Allahabad Sessions and sentenced to only five 
‘ears’ imprisonment, because the py; though finding him guilty, recommended 
Ae to mercy. The Judge considered him a fit object for mercy because he 
had committed the crime in a fit of passion ‘and without premeditation, The 
writer is not sorry that mercy has been shown to a European criminal by a 
uropean Judge at the recommendation of a European jury. But the reason 
viven by the Judge for treating the prisoner with leniency appears somewhat 
strange. Can a man in a fit of passion act with premeditation? And can any 
man commit rape upon a girl of nine years with premeditation? Would the 
jurors have recommended the prisoner to mercy if he had been a native? 
And would the Judge have shown him mercy on the ground on which he dealt 
so lonicntly with the present prisoner? All that the writer complains of is the 
distinction that is made between natives and Europeans in such cases. 

27, The Sulabh Daintk of the 14th August has the following :— 

During the last Muharram celebration, Mr. Roger, 
Deputy Commissioner of Sitapore, ordered the 
Ilindu inhabitants of the place not to celebrate their marriages with music. Now, 
the question is, did the authorities ever order Musalmans to stop music during 
the celebrations of Hindu festivities? It appears from the present indulgent 
conduct of the authorities towards the Musalmans as if they hold India simply by 
Musalman sufferance. The Hindus obeyed Mr. Roger’s order, andthe Muharram 
and the Bakr-Id passed off without a hitch. This made the guardians of the 
peace uneasy, for they thought that some trouble or other ought to arise to 
justify their own existence. And.Gauri Sankar furnished a justification by 
blowing his conch, The sound of the conch probably gave offence to the Pir 
that dwells within the devout constable Hadi Hoshein, for he brought a 
complaint against Gouri Sankar. Ue was brought before Mr. Roger and lodged 
in hajat for four or five days. After that time he was asked to furnish bail for 
Rs. 500, and as he could not do so, he had to remain in hajat for another nine days. 
After his incarceration in hajat for 14 days, he was convicted by Mr. Roger, 
but Mr. Roger being a very kind-hearted man, Gouri Sankar was let off without 
further punishment. All the witnesses on behalf of the prosecution were 
Musalmans, and when they were asked why they objected to the blowing of the 
conch, they said with one voice that its sound was distasteful to them. Of course, 
a Hindu becomes guilty of an offence when he docs any thing which is distaste- 
ful to Musalmans. The Hindus telegraphed to the Lieutenant-Governor but to 
no as aig Hlis Honour did not even condescend to answer the telegram. In 
one place in his judgment Mr. Roger says—though the Hindu witnesses 
stated that Gauri Sankar did not blow the conch very loudly, he disbelieved 
their evidence and he trusted the evidence that was given by the Musalman 
: igeitig . The authorities are asked to examine Mr. Roger’s method of trying 
this case. 


The Sitapore conch blowing case. 


(d) —Lducation. 


28. The Lacea Gazelle of the 6th August is glad that Sir Charles Elliott 

, | | has left a lasting memorial of his recent visit to 

The Lieutenant-Governor’s grant that place, by granting a sum of Rs. 42,000 for the 
or oa laboratory to the Dacea | ee - ; ? 

College. construction of a laboratory in the Dacca College. 


hoe ee The entire Dacca community are delighted at. the 
making of this cift by His Ilonour. 
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99, The Sudhakar of the 10th August heartily thanks Dr. Martin on 
behalf of the Musalman community, for boldly advo- 
cating, though alien in race and religion, the just 
claims of the Musalmans, a people from whom he 
ean expect no return or requital whatever. It is to be feared that for doing 
this act of justice, Dr. Martin may be censured by the Hindu members of the 
Bengal Legislative Council. When the Hindus think that the Musalmans have 
no right to live in this land of the Iindus, it may be easily guessed how the 
think of the claims of Musalmans to employment in the public service. ‘Ihe 
writer cannot hope that either Sir Alfred Croft or the Government will dare to 
offend the Hindus by giving effect to the just recommendations of Dr. Martin. 
30. ‘The same paper requests Maulvi Abdul Karim, Assistant Inspector of 
: Musalman_ schools, Eastern Circle, and Maulvi 
nn Aldul Khair, Superintendent of the Dacca Madrassa, 
to try their best to reform the present system of instruction in the Madrassas, 
which promotes neither the temporal nor the spiritual welfare of its recipients, 
and only makes of them pedants and sophists with an immeasurable stock of 
self-concelt. 
31. The same paper is not at all surprised that a defence of Dr. Harnle 
| ae should have appeared in the Jadian Mirror news- 
Page cont od — of paper. Almost all the teachers in the Madrassa are 
indolent to a degree, and will not shrink from 
injuring their own community by supporting a man in power, if they can by so 
supporting, secure their own advancement. Dr. Hoernle is very fond of flattery, 
und all his reputation is due to puffing by lis friends. Nor is he, in his own 
turn, unwilling to flatter others. This has: gained. him the frendship and 
support of many selfish leaders of the Musalman community. The Doctor 
thinks it foolish to perform his duties properly, when it is certain that he will 
vet his month's pay whether he performs his duties or not. The proposal 
relating to the appointment of the able and energetic Mr. Rowe as Principal of 
the Madrassa, has alarmed the idle teachers of that institution, and hence the 
fulsome adulation of the present Principal that has appeared in the Judian 
Wirror. 
32, The Mitaraddi of the 10th August has the following :— 


How long willinjustice of this nature continue ? 
The Sanskrit and Bengali text- The Calcutta University has undertaken the task 
books for the entrance examina- Ou . | . +8 ° 
tion. : of preparing text-books in Sanskrit and Bengali, for 
the entrance examinetion, not because good books 
that could be made text-books in those subjects are rare in the country, but 
because it wants to make money by the undertaking. It thinks that the 
compilation of text-books is an easy task, and that the natives of the country 
ought not to get anything for doing it. But every one knows how bad its 
text books in Sanskrit for the last few years were. Those wretched books, 
whose price ought to have been less than six annas, were sold for 12 annas 
each: Nobody can say that this arrangement is due to an imperfect realization 
of their duty by some low-minded envious people, for the men who had a hand 
in the matter are all of them big folks. Nor can it be said that a few among 
these men were intriguing, low-minded fellows, and the others only allowed 
themselves to be guided by their bad advice, for every one of them is noted. for 
his devotion to duty ? These books prepared by the University are not always 
available at the bazar, and last year a good many students could not appear 
at the entrance examination, because they did not get the Bengali course. 
They applied to the gomashta of the shop-kecpers, the Registrar of the University, 
but he could not get the books for them. This time it is the Sanskrit course for 
IS95 that-cannot be had. Is there no remedy for this state of things? 
33. The Pratikar of the 10th August says that the object of Government 
in advising the District Bost 
largely on primary education, seems to be to put a 
stop to_Iigh and middle education, But the result of pursuing such a policy 
Will be disastrous in a country like Bengal, where the middle classes have 
ibsolutely no other resource but service as their means of earning a livelihood, 
and where even the lower classes are giving up their caste occupations and 
seeking for service. The withdrawal of the District Board’s ai 


Dr. Martin's sympathy with the 
Musal mans. 


(aovernment’s educational policy. 
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middle schools will affect their very existence; for the middle class people 
whose sons are chiefly educated there, will not be able, with their poor incomes. 
to maintain these schools at their own cost. There can be no objection to 
encouraging primary education provided high and secondary education is not 
crippled for the purpose. 
ai 34, The Sanjivant of the 11th August says that many boys like Tinkari 
Aug.” ith, 18! 4. ae , Pal are now-a-days losing their character in conse- 
FP nico immorality —amon8 quence of a want of care and supervision on the 
part of their parents. A boy of the Chatra school 
near Serampore in the Hooghly district, named Sudhansu Sikhar Mukharji, has 
been charged with the offence of murdering a fellow-student of the name of 
Haripada Banerji. ‘These two and one Haridas De, a student of the same 
school and aged only 14, used to visit a woman, and in the course of one such 
visit; quarrelled about a chillum of tobacco, and in the quarrel the accused 
murdered Iaripada. 
ii - 35. The same paper says that of the new rules relating to the distribution 
Ce, 7 of middle scholarships in the Eastern Circle, the 
a Mie ag rule in the eleventh makes it impossible for middle verna- 
ai we cular students to obtain these scholarships. For 
under this rule, successful middle English and middle vernacular candidates 
are classed together in the same list according to the number of marks they get, 
and scholarships are awarded accordingly. Now, as the total number of marks 
for middle English candidates is 800, while that for middle vernacular candi- 
dates is only 650, it is clear that the former score a larger number of marks 
than the latter, and carry off all the scholarships. This.is a great discourage- 
ment to middle vernacular students. | 
The writer begs to draw attention to another anomaly in connection with 
the award of these scholarships namely, that though the candidates who get 
the scholarships are required to join the school at which they intend to prosecute 
their studies in the course of the month of January next following the 
examination, on pain of losing thcir scholarship for the period they do not 
join such school, the list of scholarsh ips for the present year was not published 
till the month of February.” | 
SaNJIVANI 36. <A correspondent of the sane paper says that the total withdrawal 
Withdrawal of Government aq Of Aovernment aid from the Barpeta English School 
from the Barpeta English School in the Kamrup district in Assam has had a very 
in Assam. injurious effect on the condition of that institution. 
At first, the grant was Rs. 145 per month; it was next reduced to Rs. 118, and 
now it has been completely stopped. Cannot Government, which gets a revenue 
of four and-a-half lakhs from the Barpeta subdivision, spare Rs. 1,200 per 
annum for the education of its peop'e? 
Baxaavasi, 37. The Bangavasi of the 11th August says that Sir Alfred Croft has 
ne Se issucd a circular requiring a larger employment 
mantreer employment of Musal- of educated Musalmans as Deputy Inspectors and 
Sub-Inspectors of Schools, and as teachers of zilla 
schools. The English-educated Hindus, who have now no resource but to 
enter the public service, may be sorry at this, but they should not be sorry. 
They should take this opportunity of considering what their condition is, and 
| take steps accordingly. oo 
St Lam Darsix, 38, The Sulabh Datnik of the 15th August, says that Sir Alfred Croft has 
Aug Voth, Uh ee recently ordered Deputy Inspectors and Sub-In- 
men of Mele aits onevursge- — syoctors of Schools to largely employ Musalmans in 
the Educational Service. Who does not feel for 


such an inoffensive people as Musalmans? Verily, they have got none to help 
them. | 


(1)—Questions affecting the land, 


rq\ ‘ ; ee | > 
es eens 89. Lhe Sansodhint of the 6th August siys that many are the private, 
Aug. Gth, 1804, ene = ta, 2amindari estates in the Chittagong district which 
Management of private estates ; © ; 

waste have been saved from ruin by their management 

by the Court of Wards. But it is a matter of 
revret that Government now-a-days shows a disinclination to undertake the - 

management of private estates. It 1s true,’ such management entails a rood 
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deal of additional work on the Governments’ officers, but considering the good 
it does, Government ought to increase the number of its servants instead of 
withdrawing from such management. Under the management of the Court of 
Wards, the estate of Babu Magan Das of the Chittagong district, has paid off 
liabilities to the extent Rs. 1,20,000. But now that the term for which the 
management of the estate was last placed in the hands of Government has 
expired, it seems intended to make over the estates to its proprictors, though 
they are all still minors, and unable to manage their own property. It is hoped 
that under the circumstances, Government will see its way to retain the 
management in its hands for a further term. 


(g)—Railways and communications, inciuding canals and irrigation. 


40. The Sanjivani of the 11th August says that on a recent occasion, 
when the Maharaja of Patiala intended to travel from 
Umballa to Dhaulpur, a special carriage intended 
| for him was attached to the train. But as soon as 
the Maharaja arrived at the station, the train started, leaving behind the 
carriage intended for his own use. The Maharaja hurriedly entered a third 
class carriage, not knowing that his carriage had been left behind. Traing are 
often delayed for even petty Europeans, but this train could not be delayed a 
minute for such a man as the Maharaja of Patiala! Such is the respect and 
honour in which a Maharaja is held even by a station master. : 


(h) — General. 


41, Tho Chéru Mihir of the 7th August has the following :— 

Through ill-luck Bengal has in no way benefited 
under Sir Charles Elliott. Tho energy, the industry, 
and the mental powers with which His Honour is 
gifted are of an uncommon order; but notwithstanding all this Bengal has not 
been able to make the least advance under him. Nay, the people of Bengal 
have, on the contrary lost, during his administration, many rights which they once 
enjoyed. A short time after, when he will return home and reflect upon the 
results of the five years of his Benyal administration, the thought will give him 
neither solace nor satisfaction. When he will in his own mind attempt to answer 
the questions—‘ What had he done for Bengal during the five years of his 
administration? What did he give it which it had not got before?’ Will not tho 
picture of the country that will present itself to him be a very sad one? And 
will he not then, at least for once, recall to his mind that in all his administra- 
tive acts he went against the wishes of the country, and rejected the prayers 
of the people in words harsh and stern? Bengal does not complain without 
reason, nor do the people blame the officials without cause. For aa offence of 
theirs has their power of Local Self-Government been curtailed by the new 
municipal law? For what sin of theirs was the jury circular issued? And for 
what sin of theirs has the administration of criminal justice in the mufassal 
been made corrupt by increasing the powers of the police and decreasing those 
of the subordinate magistracy ? It is useless to multiply instances of this nature. 
Though the Lord of Bengal and its representative, His Honour is about to 
shut out her people from the higher rank of the police service. It is owing to 
him that no native of India will be henceforward permitted to compete for 
those ranks. Thus the rule will have the effect of excluding from the police service 
the very men, who as natives of India, have a natural right to all offices in the 

public service of their country. In his civil service despatch, the Secreta 

of State has praised the administrative ability of the Musalmans and Sikhs, but 
even they have been left in the lurch in this connection. If now all the 
different races inhabiting India unite together and ask Sir Charles Elliott the 
questions why is the Proclamation of the Quecn-Empress, being violated and 
why is such a dangerous precedent for taking away the rights of the people 
being set, what reply will His Honour give with a free conscience? Alarmed 
at the prospect of the imposition of a new cess, all Bengal, with one voice, has 
protested against the Sanitary Drainage Bill, and yet His Honour has not 
abandoned the measure. Opposition only increases his determination and loads 


The Maharaja of Patiala’s treat- 
ment on a railway line. 


Sir Charles Elliott’s administra. 
tion. 7 : 


him to give effect to his own will, not caring whether what he means to do will 


muke his people happy or miserable. 


SANJIVANT, 


Aus. llth, 1804, 


CHARY MIHIR, 
Aug. ¢th, 1894, 
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42. The Hitavadi of the 10th August has the following in the course of 
| an article headed ‘‘ What 1s this again ?” 

As promised before, we are this time giving 
additional proof of native hatred. Let the: reader see how in this case, as in 
that of the Honorary Magistrate of Kurseong, justice and impartiality have 
been set at naught for the convenience of the sahibs. 

A pleader of Arrah, Waris Ali by name, is the owner of a picce of land. 
situated on the South-west of the local church. He wished to construct a building 
on that plot of land. Can sahibs tolerate such a thing? How can it be that a 
black native should reside inthe European quarters near a church? So the oficial 
Chairman of the Municipality could not grant permission to build a house 
there. Tho Burra Sahib said—‘‘I will not allow you to build a house there.” 

What could Waris Ali do? He sought the protection of the Court. 
When the case was brought, the sahibs saw that the illegal order of the 


‘What is this again PF” 


Municipal Chairman was no longer tenable. Then a new intrigue was com- 


menced. There isalaw under which Government can purchase any land, 


-when required for a public purpose. The sahibs resolved that either this 


irrepressible native should be checked with the help of the law, or his land 
should be taken and another plot of land should be given him in exchange. 
Government’s own officials have stated the particulars of the case as will 
appear from a perusal of the following official letters :— 


From A. A. Wace, Esq., 
Additional Commissioner, Patna. 


No. 8R. Bankipore, the 11th April 1893. 


The Collector of Shahabad proposes to exchange a plot of land south-west 
of the Arrah church for a plot of Government land on the Ramna to the west of 
the Municipal office, as per plan annexed under the following circumstances :— 
2. The former piece of land belongs to Munshi Waris Ali, a pleader of 
Arrah, who applied under section 237 of the Municipal Act, for permission to 
build a house. This becoming known to the chaplain and European residents, 
strong objections were expressed to the erection of a native house so near the 
church. On the Chairman of the Municipality refusing permission to erect the 
contemplated building, the owner sued the municipality for a declaratory decree 
to confirm his right to erect his house, and the Government pleader consulted on 
the subject expressed his opinion that the municipality had no power to - 
prevent the building. : 
_ 3. Steps were then taken to acquire the land, which contains a large 
number of valuable mango trees and is 2 bighas 9 cottas 4 dhurs in area. 
At this stage negotiations were opened with the plaintiff in view of a settlement 


of the dispute by giving him a piece of land of equal value elsewhere. 


Both parties have agreed to the exchange of a plot of 3 bighas of the Government 
land, west of the Municipal office. Its area is larger by about ten cottas, but 
on the other hand there is a pucka wall on the land near the church and the 
timber is worth at least Rs. 900. The exchange is undoubtedly advantageous to 
Government, and the land on being acquired may either be thrown into Ramna 
or into the Parsonage compound. 

4, I accordingly request tho sanction of Government to the proposed 
exchange in the interest of the European community. 

The return of the plan is requested when no longer required. 


I have etc. 


A. A, Wace, 
Addl. Commissioner. , 


No. 2124R., Dated 6th May 1893. | 
To : 
Commissioner, Patna. 


Witt reference to your letter No. 3R., dated 11th April 1893, on the subject 
of the exchange of a piece of Government land in the Collectorate Ramna at 


2. =e 


Arrah, for a plot owned by Maulvi Waris Ali, I am directed to request you to 
be so good as to ascertain and report on an early date the respective values of 
the two plots. 


I have, etc. 


T. W. Richardson, 
—Under-Secy. 


From 
A. Forbes, Esq,, 
Commissioner. 


No. 14R. Dated 13th May 1893. 


SIR, 

In reply to your No. 2124R., dated the 6th instant, I have the honour 
to say that I understand from the Collector’s report that the two plots of land 
are of equal value, viz., about Rs. 925. ; aa. 

2, The only alternative is to acquire the plot belonging to Munshi Waris 
Ali under the Land Acquisition Act, and I should almost be disposed myself to 
recommend this course by which the Government revenue will remain intact. 

3. Early orders are requested. 


I have &c., 
A. Forbes, 


Commissioner. 


No. 2202K.,, Dated 30th May 1893. 
To 
Commissioner, Patna. 
Wit reference to your letter No. 14R., dated 13th May 1893, I am 


directed to suggest that the plot of land to the south-west of the Arrah church © 


belonging to Munshi Waris Ali, should be acquired by the District Board. 
When reporting the decision of the District Board, I am to request that you 
will be so good as to forward an estimate of the cost of acquiring the land. 


H. J. McIntosh. 


What is the good of publishing more of these official letters? The long 
and short of the story is that, ultimately, exchange has been decided upon as 
the best course. As Waris Ali himself has given his consent in this matter, why 
should Government bring two bighas of land under its khas possession and lose 
some of its money for so doing? ‘The date of the official letter shows that these 
attempts to promote the convenience of the sahib community have gone on 
for over one year. And is it not a matter of regret that the proposal to 
take possession of a native’s land either with his consent or against his wish, has 
been made with the Lieutenant-Governor’s knowledge? O Chhota Lat Elliott, 
is this your freedom from partiality? What can be a matter of greater regret 
than that being the supreme ruler of Bengal, you are approving of this conduct ? 
Do you require to be again and again reminded that wo are the subjects of the 
Empress Victoria, and that we live in India which is ruled by the British ? 
Does the fact that you are encouraging the abdar of a number of selfish, 
low and prejudiced sahibs, enhance the glory of your office of Lét? Can the 
glory of the English nation, who are held in esteem by all the world, romain 
arg after this? Just think over the matter well, with your hand on your 

1eart. 

You are ruling over us inthe name of the Maharani. You have no other 
right except the right to rule us according to the impartial laws of the British 
nation. (But) if you do anything you please, if you make up your mind to 
commit oppression in contravention of the law, if the officials under you 
resolve upon committing oppression on the people with your knowledge, and 
if you go on encouraging those oppressions, will the people praise your devo- 
tion to dharma and justice ? 
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You are our Rd4jd, we are your subjects; you are strong, we are weak. 
If you commit even a hundred acts of oppression, we shall be unable to do any. 
thing in return. But should you, for that reason, commit oppression? We Jo 
not fear to be oppressed, we fear lest the prestige of the British Government 
should go. We put up with the oppression of Siraj-ud-dowla, and why should wo 
be afraid of your oppression? ‘The poet’s line, ‘‘ Force can stop the mouth, 
but the mind can be controlled by none,” was wrung by great agony of heart. 
Thanks to the English, we have not learnt simply to flatter. | 
_ What is it that leads us to refer to these acts of oppression, injustice and 
partiality ? If we had desired the down-fall of the British rule, we would have 
suffered in silence and consoled ourselves with the thought that, as in the course 
of time, Rome and Greece lost their power and the gory of the great Mogul 
disappeared in India, the day must come which will produce a change in theso 
thoughtless ofticials. But we cannot cherish such a thought as that. Considering 
the education, the reform, and the peace which Englishmen have introduced 
into our country, we cannot do without the English. And it is because we 
fully desire the permanence of British rule that we do not put up silently with 
the shortcomings of the English. It is for this reason that we criticize in 
strong language, the acts of those Englishmen who commit oppression upon 
us and who are a disgrace to their nation, Whether these men be Lats or tea- 
planters, we care not. We are aloyal people, and we consider it true loyalty to 
point out the faults of the officials in order that they may be mended. 


O Chhota Lat, it is for this reason that we ask you whether it 1s rdjadharma 
kingly duty) to side with the strong and to trample the weak under foot? 
Iell us why you have encouraged those officials who were bent on taking a 
native’s land under the authority of the Land Acquisition Act. Was the Land 
Acquisition Act intended to be used for this purpose? We know that your 


officials can by means of threats force a native to give his consent to any 


thing, but is it for that reason proper for you to encourage such things ? 


You asked the District Board to acquire the land. It did not strike you 
that the acquiring of the land was illegal ; what exercised your mind somewhat 
on the subject was that the land was acquired not with the Government money, 
but with the money of the District Board. Is it not a matter of regret that 
you did not understand how grave a sin it was to unjustly take a man’s land 
under the authority of the Land Acquisition Act? If the native pleader had 
not consented to the exchange, you would have still taken his land without the 
least hesitation. The building of a native’s house was stopped for a year for 
the sake of the sahibs, and for deciding whether his land should be taken by 
force or by giving him another piece of land in exchange, and was it Just to 
put him to so much trouble? | 


As soon as a native was appointed Honorary Magistrate, the sahibs began 
the aldar that he should be removed from the office. And straightway the 
accommodating Lieutenant-Governor sent an official to the native who was 
induced by means of sweet words to resign. As soon as a@ native wants to 
build a house in the European quarter of a place, the sahibs begin their addar, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor advises them to try the easier of the two means, 
taking the native’s land under a pretext or taking his land and giving him a 
piece of land in exchange. Such is the Lieutenant-Governor’s greatness !! 
In this way, the abdar of the sahib community will go on increasing every day, 
the selfish sahibs will expect more favours from Government every day and 
the Lat will find himself obliged to fulfil this expectation. This is Government's 
justice! Do not people regard him as a coward, who dares not to put a stop 
to these mproper abdars ? The Lieutenant-Governor should bear in mind that 
having regard for his position, people may not call him a coward in so many 


phi but there can be no doubt that in their hearts they will think him a 
coward, | 


43. The Uchit Vakta of the 11th August says that some Sikhs of the 
Treatment of the Sikh come o®®Nnuk Panthi sect had raised a flag at Shahajpur 
munity ut the hands of a Govern. in the Hoshangabad district in the Central P rovinces. 
moet otert in the Central l'ro- ‘The Deputy sahib of that place saw that the flag 
was the cause of frequent quarrels between the 
Musalians and the Sikhs, and he therefore advised an old Mohunt to persuade 


[Gy 3 


the Sikhs to take it down. During the late Muharram, the Deputy sahib, at the mi 
request of the Musalmans, had the flag taken down. ) Bt 
44, The Chinsura-Vartuvaha of the 2th August save ’that Sir Charles cayseny Varta 
Elliott often spends. the. people’s money on tours, eae 

The _Lieutenant- Governor's undertaken for no useful purpose. Those suffering utmost 

one from scarcity do not engage his attention, for his 

attention is occupied only with schemes tor supplving the country with drains 

and pure drinking-water. Is it the chief object of lus tours to get addresses 

from the municipalities and District Boards ? 
45, The Sulabh Dainik of the 13th Aueust has the following :— Strap Darsik, 
It scems that the Ilindu practice of blowing 4") 

conches, a practice which has been in existence from 

time out of memory, will now be interfered with. The ILindus can now perform 

no religious act without being found fault with under some pretext or other. 

Every act of theirs may now be declared illegal under some section or other of 

the Penal Code, or under some executive ruling or other, This state of things 1s 

due to the officials showing undue favour tothe Musalmans, and to the Musalmans 

tuking advantage of the favour that is done them to poison the minds of the 

oflicials against the Hindus, ‘The subordinate officers of Government also at 

times try to foment quarrels between the two peoples. Why they should do so 

ix perfectly inexplicable. In the Sitapore conch blowing case the Musalmans 

of Sitapore did not object to the blowing of conches by Gouri Sankar, for the 

complainant in that case was a constable. ‘The witnesses were Musalmans, and 

under Mr. Roger’s own ruling Gouri Sankar was found guilty and fined Rs. 10. 

The court held that the blowing of a conch is not an offence, but it becomes 

in offence when it is blown cither too long or too loudly. Now the Hindus 

never blow conches during their pujas for more than 5 minutes at a time, and is 

five minutes to be regarded as a very long time? As regards the loudness of the 

sound, ordinary conches do not emit a very powerful sound, and as several 

conches are never blown at a time, it is not very clear what Mr. Roger’s ‘irk- 

some loudness’ means. It seems that a loud laugh and loud cry will be some 

day regarded as criminal offences, The ILindus are not a quarreclsome people, 

and it is not clear why they have incurred the displeasure of the authorities. 

Government ought to be impartial in its dealings with the different sections of 

the people. Lord Elgin is asked to take steps to re-establish good relations 

between Hindus and Musalmans. 


46. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 14th August says that vainie.o<suseiar 
although every article of stationery required by —  SUSStiks, 
Government can be purchased or made in this “°° "4 
country, the authorities in England insist upon their being indented for from 

England. Lord Ripon and his Finance Minister were the first to encourage 

native industry. by ordering the purchase in.this country of such articles as van 

be had here. But this order has been a dead Ictter since Lord Ripon left the 

country. Lately the Calcutta Chamber of Commerce coieuhil avainst the 

action of Government in importing stationery from England, for, besides 

involving heavier costs, such a course necessitates the maintenance of a depart- 

ment for keeping stationery accounts in the Secretary of State’s office. This is 

surely waste of money for poor India. But the Government replied to the 

Chamber’s protest by saying that the existing policy could not bo altered. 

This policy was introduced by the Duke of Argyll, when that noble man was 

Secretary of State for India, and it has had the effect of enriching only some 

Scotch contractors. But at a time of such financial difficulty, it will é the 

right policy to abolish this system and to supply India’s demands locally. 

Will Lord Elgin be able to do no benefit whatever to the country ? 


. Conch blowing by Hindus. 
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47. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 7th August has the following on the sbeapway Savstvas, 
lacie Sanitary Drainage Bill :— Aug. 7th, 1864, 
eee ee The writer has not yet been able to see any 
connection between drainage and malaria, and the opinions of experts which 
have Been published on the subject, have not removed his doubts. According 


to some experienced medical authorities, malaria has nothing to‘do with drains. 
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The lato Babu Digambar Mitra, however, held that the obstruction to drainage 
eaused by railways, embankments, &c., was the cause of malaria in this count) 
and taking this to be the right view of malaria, Government proposes to take in 
hand a very arduous work, But ina matter like this, 1t ought to take no 
action on the strength of an opinion expressed by a single individual. The 
construction of drains will cost Government large sums of money from which 
it will get no adequate return, whilo the people will be extremely inconvenienced 
by being required to pay a drainage cess. Again, drains will be likely to do 
harm to cultivation. Some time ago, when Burdwan was suffering greatly from 
malaria, Mr. Metcalfe, the then Magistrate, thought that the disease was due to 
the accumulation of rain-water in the paddy-fields. He, therefore, had the water 
in these fields carried off by means of drains, But this did not reduce the 
virulenco of the disease, it only decreased the fertility of the soil, for there was, 
in consequence of the drainage, less water in the field than the paddy plants 
required. Who shall therefore say that the construction of drains in or across 
rice-ficlds will not affect their fertility? Government says that many leading 
native gentlemen have pointed out to it the necessity of sanitary drains; but 
as these people have very little mufassal knowledge and experience, the writer 
can attach no value or importance to what they say. Before giving their 
opinion on the subject, they, too, in all probability assumed the correctness of 
the Degambar theory. The writer therefore proposes that Government should 
first of all construct drains by way of experiment in some malarious place, and 
should then, if the result of the experiment warrant a drainage legislation, 
address itself to the task. 

48. The Dainik-o-Samachur Chandrika of the 7th August has the follow- 
ing :— 

There can be no doubt that the country will 
be greatly benefited if all obstructions are removed 
from the drains in the mufassal, and all silted up drains and water-channels 
in the villages are re-excavated. But the belief is also universal that any 
legislation for this purpose imposing the cost of the works on the poor people 


The Lieutenant-Governor on the 
drainage question. 


_ of this country, will produco evil instead of good results, and will be as wise 


A$ proposing to give medicine to a patient whois dying for want of food. 
Nor can thero be any doubt that those who have caused obstructions to drainage 
are the persons who ought to be compelled to remove them. We are indeed 
advocates of drainage. but we do not approve of the way that benefit is now 
sought to be conferred on the country. | 

In speaking of his Drainage Bill in the course of his tour in Eastern Bengal 
the Licutenant-Governor indulged in some special pleading, and made an 
attempt to explain to the people of those parts the good features of the proposed 
law. Ilis Ilonour availed himself of the occasion to pooh-pooh the objections 
which the whole country has made tothe Bill. But he has failed either to 
convince the people of its utility, or to answer their objections. 

1. Malaria rages all over the country and all the year round. Numberless 
people have fallen victims to it, while those that are left are more dead than 
alive. It is found that the poor have died and are suffering in larger numbers 
from malaria than the well-to-do, but His Honour would have the public believe 
that poverty is not its cause but that, like cholera, that disease is caused by 
microbes. | 

Now, the existence of these microbes is not yet admitted by all European 
scicntists. As regards the causation of cholera by microbes, the theory has not 
received the full support of even the Surgeon-General with the Government of 
India. We are therefore unable to see how the Lieutenant-Governor could venture 
to lay so much stress on the microbe theory, and being a layman himself could 
place so much reliance on what is at best a scientific hypothesis. How could 
he without knowing any thing about the matter, disregard the objections of 
other people? Must this, too, be regarded as evidence of his self-conceit ? 

2. ‘The Licutenant-Governor believes that owing to obstructed drainage, 
malaria microbes are generated on low lands and cause malarial fever. Men 
catch this fover and carry it up to high lands till the whole country is full of 

malarial poison. 

Contai and Tamluk are the two most low-lying subdivisions in the Midna- 
pore district. But even those places in these two subdivisions which occupy the 
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lowest level, are free from fever. Malaria prevails in comparatively high 
localities in the Midnapore district. Why is this? According to His Honour, 
the disease which breaks out in one place 1s carried by men,to another. If this— 
supposition had been correct, Calcutta would have been long before this utter] 
depopulated, for the sick from all parts of the country come to Calcutta to 
recruit their health, Of course, it is clear that malaria rages fearfully in_ places 
where drainage is obstructed, but it 1s not clear that the microbes are disseminating 
malaria all over the country. It is also a matter of every day experience that 
those who.are well off in the matter of food, dress and house accommodation 
enjoy a comparative sper gress from disease. It must therefore be admitted 
that poverty is the cause of malaria. : 

3. Itisa fact that obstructed drainage has increased the virulence of 
malaria, and that the disease has made its appearance in places which do not 
possess good drainage. It is also a fact that malaria has assumed an epidemic 
form since the natural drainage of the country was obstructed by railways and 
before them by big public embankments. And the remedy should be provided 
by those who are responsible for calling the evil into existence. Let the 
railways be provided with a larger number of culverts than py sane This 
will facilitate the work of drainage and promote the country’s health. Why 
not give a trial to this suggestion? Let the embankments also be provided with 
more lock-gates. Let the Railway Companies and Government first do this, 
and then it will be time to think of putting a fresh tax on the poor. The 
proposed law provides no real remedy for the evil, and will only result in 
oppression. His Honour’s special pleading has misled, and will be able to 
mislead, no sensible man in the country. 3 

4. Not fever alone but cholera and dysentery too, rage fearfully in the 
country, and this is principally due to a want of good water for drinking and 
bathing purposes. There isevery year after the close of the rainy season scarcity 
of pure water in the Bengal villages, and people begin to drink and bathe and 
cook in foul poisonous water, and what wonder that they should fall sick? The 
first thing that Government should do is to make arrangements for supplying 
villages with water. No costly waterworks will be necessary for the purpose; 
it will be enough if only the existing tanks and wells are reclaimed and new 
ones excavated. The question of water-supply should be given precedence 
over that of drainage. : 

His Honour is of opinion that District Boards might well be entrusted with 
the charge of tanks and wells. Of course, if the Boards were willing to 
accept the charge and not compelled to waste money on different objects, 
effect might no doubt be given to that view. But His Honour ought to 
understand that such would never be the case. Why then has he tried to 
thus make light of the first and foremost want of the people, namely, the want 
of pure water? We know, nay the whole country knows, that the question 
of water-supply should obtain precedence over that of drainage, and how does 
His Honour dare to ignore this- view ? 

do. His Honour would make light of the strong objection which is being 
made by the people against the proposed law on the ground that it will neces- 
sitate the imposition of a fresh tax. Praised be his courage! The Lieute- 
nant-Governor refers to the high prices of agricultural produce and the increased 
profits of the agriculturists, and says that the latter will be readily able to pay 
something towards the cost of drainage works. 

It is true that there has been of late a rise in the price of food-grains, or in 
other words a slight increase in the income of the agriculturists, but it is also 
true that their expenditure in other directions has proportionately increased. 
A man is not able to support himself and family only with the income he 
derives from selling his paddy. Has not the price of almost every necessary 
of life risen? The increased profits obtained from paddy are spent in procur- 
ing other articles. Again, the percentage of the population of Bengal engaged 
in agriculture on their own account is extremely small. His Honour must be 
doubtless aware that the great majority of the population are mere day: 
labourers. Has he done well to try to iw the whole country by referring to 
the condition of only a small part of the population, namely, ;the agriculturists? 

A six-anna portion of the entire population of Benga cannot afford to 
have two meals a day, and there is hardly a village in this province where all 
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the raiyats are able to do so. There are very few who can be regarded as well- 
to-do, But a drainage cess, if one is imposed, will have to be paid by every 
body. How and on what considerations of justice can His Honour think ¢f 
levying a fresh tax from people who cannot procure even two meals a day, 
and are unable to pay for medicine and diet when they fall sick ? 

Of course, everybody knows that sickness in the case of a labourer means 
loss of wages, but is it consonant with dharma to levy a drainage tax from Men 
who are unable, even when in the enjoyment of health, to command two meals 
iw day and to pay for medi sal treatment when they fall sick? 

His ILonour’s speech defending his Drainage Bill and the arguments used 
in it have greatly pained us, and it is really with extreme sorrow that we have 
noticed the Licutenant-Governor making a sacrifice of all sympathy and 
ecnerosity in his desire to support that measure. IIe is earning (liserace and 
a bad name, and people are even beginning to find fault with his heart. Sir 
Charles Elhott hae yet beware. 

49. The Pratikar of the 10th August hopes that the passing of the Bill ip 

tas need ens a Oe Which it is proposed to amend section 260 of the 
law relating to conjugal rights. Code of Civil | rocedure will be postponed till the 
Calcutta Session of the Council and till its full dis. 


cussion by the public. 


59. The Langanivasi of the 10th August has tho rt to, — 

Sir Charles has demonstrated arithmetically 
| that there cannot be any scarcity in this country. 
IIc says that rice, which formerly sold at two rupees per maund, is now selling 
at 4 rupees per maund, and asks, how can the cultivators then be in distress ? 
This is very true. But is not one fact worth a hundred theories? And is not 
the existence of distress in the Faridpur and Tippera districts a stern fact ? 

Sir Charles also says that the reduction of the remuneration of labour is 
the cause of the prevalence of diseases in this country. Is not he himself then 
responsible for the ill-health of the country, seeing that he has fixed the pay 
of clerks at 20 rupees? Does not, again, a low remuneration of labour mean 
either starvation or insufficient diet? And will the diseases that are caused by 
hunger be cured by drainage?’ Such a remedy for such a disease is unknown in 
any other pharmacopivia in the world except Sir Charles’? But this theory of 
(lisease being due to low rates of remuneration of labour will not hold water. 
For the cultivators in this country have nothing to do with pay or wages, and 
yet they are the men who suffer most from diseases. 

Sir Charles would have his drainage scheme accepted by a people who 
ure so poor as to be hardly able to purchase the pice packets of quinine which 
are sold by Government. Why should not people, asks Sir Charles, pay for 
drainage, if they can by such payment save Doctor’s fees and charges for 
mcidicine and dict? Sir Charles, do not we pray thee, raise your superstructure 
of drainage on such a false foundation. Consider the matter carefully, read 
attentively the opinions that have been expressed on the subject by the late Raja 
Degumber Mitter and eminent physicians, and you will soe what harm you are 
“oie to do to the people on the pretext of doing them good. 

Sir Charles has assured the people that they will not have to pay 
an new tax for the drainage scheme. ‘The savings that are already made by 
the District Boards, together with the further savings that will be made by the 
reduction of the expenses of high education, will suffice for the purpose. 
Very ingenious policy this! Two birds will thus be killed with one stone. 

Everybody possessing any experience of this country says that the 
villazes stand in greater need of a supply of pure drinking-water than of 
dramage. Sir Charles says that the subject of water-supply also will receive 
the consideration of Governnent. But it is difficult to sadeuiaied how two 
works, so incompatible with each other as drainage and water-supply will be 

‘carried on simultaneously. | | : 

Sir Charles has not said what places will be drained. But there are 
reasons to think that it is ‘hals, beels and swamps that will be drained. This 
is an alarming prospect, for it is precisely in such places that the aman crops 
vrow om: greatest abundance. Sir Charles has not said whether he will set free 
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blocked up rivers like the Matabhanga, Churni, Hauli. lehhamati, Karatoya 


tnd Jamuna. Nor has he indicated the steps that will be taken for the 


drainage of those places whose natural water courses have been obstructed by 


the Eastern Bengal Railway line. We humbly entreat the Lieutenant- 
Governor to remove our doubts on these points. 


51. The same paper writes as follows :— 


In the eye of English legislators, the Hindu 
religion, Hindu society, and Hindu manners and 
customs are things of no value, The legislature 
cannot believe in their hearts that a people who remain silent and speechless 
like a newly married girl, even when they are beaten with the shoe, who keep 
themselves inert and immovable as a rock under repeated assault, and who, when 
repeatedly oppressed, know no harsher protest or remonstrance than a humble 
entreaty for mercy, can have any religion, any social organisation, or any 
manners and customs worth the name. And hence the mischief that these 
legislators repeatedly do. a8 


Sir Alexander Miller proposes to make a slight change in scction 260 of 
the Code of Civil Procedure by providing that a wife’s refusal to submit to a 
decree for the restitution of conjugal rights shall be punished with fine or 
imprisonment according to the discretion of the judge, and not invariably with 
imprisonment as 1s the case at present. Sir Alexander thought that no one would 
take any exception to this apparently small change, and that his object would 
therefore be easily gained. But every sensible man sees that this small change 


The proposed amendment of the 
law relating to conjugal rights. 


will be like the small drop of cow’s urine in the pailful of milk—will, in plainer 


words, dissolve Hindu social ties.. 


Make what laws you will, treat the male section of the population as. you 
please, revive, if you will, in the dominions of Queen Victoria the system of 
slavery that prevailed in old Bagdad, and we will not so much as utter a word 
of remonstrance. Lule, if you please, that the people of this couutry shall 
have, like habitual offenders in Paraguay, to walk round the gallows once 
every day. But do not, we entreat you, enter into the sacred Hindu zanana. 
Kind-hearted legislators, do not teach the women of this country, who are led 
on the road to unflinching chastity by the potent influence of example and 
tradition, and who firmly believe that devotion to the husband is the one means 
of their salvation, to disrespect their husbands. Do not, we pray you, introduce 
differences between husband and wife in a land where married couples in the 
midst of a thousand wants and troubles, form for themselves blissful bowers of 
deep conjugal love. To the Hindu wife, the husband is not the instrument of 
carnal gratification, nor 1s the Hindu wife only the partner of her husband's 
bed and food. ‘To the Hindu, the wife is his associate in religious practices— 
one-half of himself. Legislators! do not burn this better half of the Hindu with 
the fire of your legislation. You understand legislation and you know how to 
rovern; politics and vacigns | are at your fingers’ ends, but you know nothing 
as yet of the religion and society of the Hindus. Legislators! — will you not 
reflect for a moment on the mischief that you are going to do by making, in 
your utter ignorance of Hindu society, such a provision in your law ? 


52. The Education Gazette of the 10th August says that Government has 
acted very properly by inserting in the Bill to 
amend the Revenue Sale Law, the provision of 
Act V of 1894, relating to the recovery of property 
sold by auction in execution of a decree. | 
zene of this provision to revenue sales will greatly benefit the zamindar 
class. 
53. The Bangavdst of the 11th August has the following :— 

oe A law is about to be passed. It is not a law 
on the subject of cohabitation; it is a law on the 
subject of the living together of the husband and 
the wife. It proposes to do away with the wife’s obligation to live with her 
husband against her will. The authorities want to introduco into this count 


A provision of the Bill to amend 
the Revenue Sale Law. 


The proposed amendment of the 
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cf the Hindus the customs of the West, forgetting that with Hindus, marriage 1s 


not a temporary bond liable to be broken at every step as marriage in England 


ls, but-an inviolable bond uniting man to woman for religious purposes and. not 


, At the time of the passing of the 
Consent Act, Lord Lansdowne boldly and haughtily said that, ‘whenever any 


for the gratification of mere carnal desires. 


There can be no doubt that the 
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custom or religious belief of the Hindus, however long its standing, is dis. 
approved of by Western civilization, it must be sacrificed to the latter.” And an 
attempt at another such sacrifice is contemplated in the law which has Ieen 

roposed. Following the principle laid down by the late Viceroy, the Law 
Mfeinber has plainly stated in Council, in introducing the new measure, that 
‘6a wife who does not like her husband should never be compelled to live with 


chim.” Separation in varicus forms in Hindu society has been the result. of tho 


introduction by the authoritics into this country of English education and Western 
civilization. But it seems that all these separations have not, in the opinion of 
the authoritics, been enough, and the indissoluble tie between the Hindy 
husband and the Hindu wife must therefore be broken. 


54. The same paper has the following on the Licutenant-Governor's 
Dacca speech o1i the drainage question :— 
The Lieutenant Governor has raised this cr 


of drainage for the purpose of ridding the country 
of malaria. His Ionour believes that owing to obstructed drainage, water 


accumulates on village sites near men’s dwelling houses and makes tho soi] 
damp, and that this damp soil engenders malaria. And acting on this belief, the 
Licutenant-Governor has proposed to stamp out malaria by providing the village 
sitos with drains which will take off the accumulated water and cause the soil 
to get dry. But how will His Honour succeed in securing the dryness of 
village sites if for six months in tho year, from Ashar to Agrahayan that is, 
water is allowed to accumulate and stagnate on culturable lands in and around 
villages, if vegetation is allowed to decompose in that water all through that 
period, and if ditches and silted-up tanks in the villages are allowed to receive 
accessions of rain water? And ifthe villages cannot get dry, if the surplus 
water of the villages cannot be drained off, if the village Kos’ remain damp, 
how will His Honour drive out malaria from those places? And if malaria cannot. 


The Lieutenant-Governor on the 
drainage question. 


‘be stamped out, on what ground will he impose a sanitary cess on the diseased 


and famine-stricken village people? Reclamation of silted-up rivers and beels 
will no doubt bring: a supply of good drinking water to the inhabitants of 
neighbouring villages, but will the weak and fever-stricken people be able to 


bear the pressure of a fresh tax for the sake of a pure water-supply for driaking 
purposes ? 


The Lieutenant-Governor and his partisans will probably say that the 
reclamation of silted-up rivers and khals will drive out malaria from the tracts 
traversed by those rivers and khals. But the plea will not hold itself out. 
All the rivers in Bengal have not yet silted up; there are many flowing streams 
still left in the province. Can His Honour and those that agree with him on this 
drainage question say that there is no malaria in the towns and villages bordcr- 
ing those rivers ? One need not go far for an illustration. Look at the condition 
of the towns and villages on the Hooghly, which are only a few miles from the 
metropolis. Malaria has ben the ruin of Bally, Uttarpara, Konnagar, Seram- 
pore, Chinsura, Hooghly, Khardaha, Ariadaha, Peniti, and many other localities. 
Removing obstructions from the mouths of rivers or bringing water into 
stagnant dcels will not drive out malaria from the country. Silted-up rivers 
and deels may be one of the causes of malaria, but they are not the sole caure. 
Kuropean doctors have not been yet able to ascertain the true cause of malaria. 
We therefore implore the Licutenant-Governor with joined hands not to be 
swayed by the caprice of the moment into imposing a fresh tax on tho weak, 
emaciated, moribund, and skeleton like people of the province. 


We are sorry that we cannot agree with Ilis Honour in holding that 
poverty is not the cause of malaria and that malaria is increasing the poverty of 
the people. When we were reading in the Calcutta Medical College in 1875, one — 
of the points constantly impressed upon our minds by the then Principal 
Dr. Chevers in the course of his clinical lectures was that many of the patients 
who had come there for treatment were suffering from complaints which had 
been caused solely by want of suflicient ands nutritious food, and Dr. Chevers 
accordingly prescribed sufticient and wholesome food for them. And. the 
result was that the patients were soon restored to health and strength, His 
Hlonour may refer to the records of the Calcutta Medical Collece Hospital of 
Dr. Chevers’ time for a provf of the above statements. 
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Malaria is not increasing the poverty of the country. Official papers show 
that more land is being every year brought under thie plough, while there is 
nothing to point to the conclusion that culturable land is not being cultivated for 
want of cultivators or because cultivators are weak and sickly. Nor does one 
often hear it said that the ripe crop is rotting in the fields because the reapers 
are all laid up with fever. ‘The fact, on the contrary, is that more waste land 
is being daily brought under cultivation, and that even pasture lands and 
cremation grounds are now being sown with food-crops. iow can we then 
accept the view that malaria is increasing the poverty or the food difficulty of 
the country ? 


IV.—NaTIve STATEs. 


55. The HMitavadi.of the 10th August has the following about Cash- Hiravat, 
mere :— Aug. 10th, 1894. 
saadiaearesecikd aan asad When Lord Elgin came out as Viceroy, the 
writer hoped that His Excellency would take steps to wipe out the stain which 
Government had brought upon itself by its ill-treatment of the Maharaja of 
Cashmere. But though Lord Elgin has been in India for six months, no steps 
have yet been taken in this direction. As it is now proposed to make the 
present Resident of Cashmere the Governor-Generals’ Agent in Central India, 
people hope that a capable man will be appointed as Resident in Cashmere, and 
Colonel Prideaux’s selection will give satisfaction to them. | 
86. The Bangarasi of the 11th August says that whether willingly or BANGAvast, 
The question of the restoration unwillingly, whether rightly or wrongly, whether Aug. 11th, 1894, 
of the Maharaja of Cashmere to 1M consequence of machination or under political 
power. pressure, the Maharaja of Cashmere had to resign 
the Government of his State for five years. Dut though that period of five 
years has come to an end, he has not got the administration into his own hand ? 
- This is bringing discredit on the British raj. Its policy is being variously 
commented upon, and is being rediculed as one which has at last become a 
little too transparent. At least for the purpose of avoiding public ridicule, if 
for no other reason, Government should restore the administration of Cashmere 
to the Maharaja. ‘lhe stuff His Highness is made of has been discovered, and 
there should be no more fear on his account. 


V.—PROSPECT& OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


57. The Habiganj correspondent of the Dacca Gazette of the 6th August — pacca Gazerte, 
writes as follows :— | | Atig. 6th, 1894. 
It is a bad time for the people of these parts. 


Last year they reaped only a four-anna harvest, 
and that was consumed before the sowing season commenced this year. ‘Those 


who had stocks of grain or money saved in previous years are managing to 
live from hand to mouth. But the raiyats who have no such stocks or savings, 
are borrowing, and when that resource, too, is failing, they aro selling off 
their cattle and implements of husbandry. And when these have been sold, 
and the money received by their sale has been spent, there is no alternative, 
but to starve. A very large number of petty raiyats have thus sold off their 
cattle and all. Indeed, a scarcity like the one which is prevailing this year m 
Habiganj was never before known in the place. Many deaths are occurring 
from insufficient feeding, and from the eating of unwholesome food. The 
correspondent has learnt from a trustworthy source that a family consisting of 
six or seven members have been living for a weck on plaintain stems. Man 
people are living solely on the stems and roots of sachu’ (arum). The lowest 
cass of people are seldom getting even one meal a day. ‘Thefts have mary 
increased. People who lived honestly a year ago are getting implicated in 
petty thefts. ‘The low class people have mostly turned fahirs (religious 
mendicants) and vaishnavas. But sR is to giv@them alins ? 

It is hoped that the Subdivisional Officer of Habiganj will take prompt 
measures to save the people. | | 

58. <A correspondent of the Samay of the 10th August says that scarcity are 

in a severe form prevails at Patkabari and the ane. itn, isos, 

surrounding villages in the district of Murshidabad. 
It commenced some two or three months ago and 


Distress in H[abigan) in the 
Sylhet district. 


Scarcity in the Murshidahad dis- 
trict, | | 


BaNGavast, 


Aug. llth, 1894. 


BaNGAVAS!, 


MURSHIDABAD 
HATAISHI, 


Aug, 8th, 1894. 


VIKRAMPUR, 
Aug. Sth, Used. 
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still continues, People so long lived by borrowing money from the money- 
lenders, but the latter now refuse to make further advances. Poor people have 
now become beggars, while most of the labouring population of Sarbadpur and 
Jhikra have fled from their homes. The number of beggars is on the increase, 
and the correspondent has seen people living on one meal, procured every other 
day, and consisting of chapatis made of rotten wheat und pulse. The other 
day two people died of starvation at Chandipur near Patkabari. The work 
connected with the indigo factory of Mr. Hill, and the new house which Babu 
Chandra Nath Mukerji is building, gave occupation to a large number of people. 
But these works are now very nearly stopped, and the men will be thrown out 


of employment. Theft is rife, and the aus crop has been destroyed by drought. 
The patie are asked to send aid to the distressed people. 


59. The Bangavdsi of the 11th August has learnt that since the month of 


: Jyaistha last, there has been no rainfall in the 
Prospects of the crops in the a ae 48 
Dinajpar pe iy north-eastern part of the Dinajpur district, and the 


heat is intense. The aus crop which bade fair to 
be a good one, has dried up for want of rain, and the aman crop has not yet 


a | J 
been sown. Unless there is rainfall within a week or so, great scarcity will 


prevail in these parts. The jute crop has turned out a good one, but for want 
of sufficient water, jute cannot be steeped. 


60. The same paper has learnt that the failure of the last year’s crops has" 
| : | placed the raiyats in Patikabari in the Murshidabad 
ee ee in the district in great distress. They are already feelin 


the pinch of scarcity. Most. of the labourers who 
reside in Sarbongapur and Jhikra, have fled leaving their families behind, who 


are managing to live by begging. The number of beggars is increasing. Many 
people get a meal of bread made of wheat and matar pulse on alternate days, 
The other day two men died of starvation at Chandipur near Patikabari. 


Thefts have increased, and all sorts of things are being stolen not excepting even 
plantains. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


61.) The Murshidabad Wtaishi of the 8th August does not wonder that the 
| 7 _ Lieutenant-Governor should disbelieve stories of 
ox fe Gea onthe condi- distress; for he said, in the course of his reply to 


the Dacca Municipal address, that the condition of 
the raiyats was much better than it had been before, and that it was still 


improving, inasmuch as they now sold rice at a higher price than before, 


But has the Lieutenant-Governor failed to take note of the fact that the value 
of the rupee has greatly fallen of late? Assuming, for the sake of argument, 
that the raiyats now get more by the sale of food-grains than they used to get 
before, do the raiyats it should be asked, live on rupees? Who does not know 
how much the price of everv necessary of life has increased of late years? 
In fact, the purchasing power of the rupee has, of late years, been considerabl 


reduced. The raiyat may be earning Its. 3 where he earned Ks. 2 before, but 
his expenditure has also now increased in the same proportion. 


62. The Vikrampur of the 9th August says that many people were anxious 

The addresses presented to the: t? know what sort of addresses would be presented 
Lieutenant-Governor during his 10 the Lieutenant-Governor during his tour in East 
Focent tour. Bengal. Considering the feeling which the Bengalis 
entertain towards their present ruler, people have been in certain cases very 
much amused with the addresses which have been presented to him. In many 
places the Municipal Commissioners themselves have been probably at a loss to 
determine for what acts of Sir Charles Elliott’s they ae thank him. The 
Faridpur address, for instance, makes no particular mention of his adminis- 
tration, whilst the Dacca address praises him for everything he has done, and 


the Barisal address can refer to no more important acts of his administration 


than the construction of a dalun in the Patuakhali Civil Court premises, the 
attempt to reform school-bo 


y morality, and the introduction of physical exercise 
. rRN ‘ + 

among school- boys! ‘These East Bengal addresses are therefore very interest- 
ing reading, indeed. 
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63. Referring to the circulation in the Fatehpur district in the North- 
Western Provinces of certain letters in which the 
Hindus are prohibited from selling cows to the 
Muhammadans, the Bangavasi of the 11th August says that according to some 

eople, these letters are being circulated by the Musalmans in order to bring tho 
Hindus under the displeasure of the Government. Being at such a distance 
from the scene, and not knowing how the matter really stands, the wniter is 
unable to pronounce any opinion on the subject. But he can, for all that, ask 
one question—is it after all so very blemesble for a Hindu not to sell cows toa 
ifneotonin ? A Hindu ought not to sell cows to a Musalman. Why then all this 
sensation about the letter ? 


64. The same paper has learnt that cholera is raging violently in Sona- 
mukhi in the Bankura district. About a hundred 
deaths have occurred within a month, and — or 
thirty-five persons are still lying sick. There is a total want of good medical 
advice in the place. The disease is gradually assuming a more serious form. 


65. The Dacca Prakash of the 12th August quotes from the last census 

report the names of the different castes geen. 
the district of Dacca, and their respective numeria 
strength and observes as follows :— 


1.—By mistake Tclis and Kalus have been classed as Hindus. There 
are Hindu Kalus (oilmen) in West Bengal, but in East Bengal, 
the Kalus are all Musalmans. Again, the number of males of 
the Kayastha caste in the Jafarganj thana, has been put down 
as 1,372, while the number of females of the same caste and 
‘in the same thana has been put down as 160. This is 
apparently a mistake, and the number of women is probably 
1,600. 

2.—The use of the word sunrt in the report has undoubtedly given 
offence to the Saha Babus. 


The letter sensation in Fatehpur. 


Cholera in the Bankura district. 


The castes inhabiting the Dacca 
district. 


3.—The Chandals appear to have largely multiplicd within the last ten — 


years, and this fact ought to give the lic tothe statement that the 
Hindus can not multiply rapidly in consequence of there being 
no widow marriage among them. The Chandals in the Dacca 
district do not marry their widows, and yet they have multiplied 
fast. 

4,—Multiplication has been most rapid among the Jelias. 


They appear to have increased 50 per cent. within ten years. But it is 
doubtful whether they have really increased so fast. Again, the Mals are found 
to have decreased abnormally. In 1881 their number was 7,835, in 1891 
it was 2,285. The probability is that those who had been shown as Mals 
in 1881 were shown as Jelias in 1891. But even making that supposition, 
if the number representing decrease among the Mals be deducted from the 
number of the Jelias, the latter will show an increase of one more in every 
three, or an increase of 33 percent. But the Jelias are pure Hindus, who have 
no widow mairiage among them. The increase in the 
produce is one cause of the rapid multiplication of the Chandals and Musalmans 
who live by agriculture. As regards Brahmans, Kayastas, and other high 
castes, their incomes have not increased with the increase of the prices of food 
articles, and they have been therefore reduced to poverty and have become 
incapable of reproducing themselves. As regards Kamars, Tantis and Telis, 
European competition has thrown them out of employment, while the imbibing 
of European tastes by the Babus, has reduced Malakars to poverty. And these 
classes are fast dying out for want of food. 

66. Tho same paper says that Srimati Jahnavi Chaudhurani, Zamindar 
of Santos, has recently set apart Government 
securities worth Rs. 90,000 for the maintenance and 
management of the Jahnavi School, and another sum of Rs. 90,000 also in 
Government securities for the management of the Charitable Hospital, which 
she has founded in memory of her deceased husband. She has made these 
princely donations in silence, and yet Government has given the epithet, 
dangabay to such a charitable lady. If she had known how to flatter Magistrates 


Jahnavi Chaudhurani. 


price of agricultural 


BaNGaVasl, 
Aug. 11th, 1894. 


Ba NGAVASI . 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Aug. 12th, 1894. 
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and other officials, she would by this time have been made a Maharani or 
decorated with some other title of honour. 


AssamM PAPERS. 


67. The Paridarshak, for the first fortnight of Sravan, has been sorry to 
7 _, learn that Mr. Lyall, the Officiating Chief Commis- 
odutien soa ah Pong Chief sioner, will not make a tour this year because 


his appointment is only of a temporary nature. 
Mr. Lyall’s appointment, after the anarchy which prevailed under Mr. Ward, 


inspired hopes in the minds of the people, but it seems now that Assam will not 
be soon rid of the latter officer. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengals Translator. 
CALCUTTA, 


The 18th August 1894. 
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